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It’s been five years since Winter Storm Uri.  Every year that I’ve attended the Railroad 

Commission Regulatory Conference, an operator has questioned why they have to weatherize 

their facilities. So it’s important to recall the destruction and devastation that left its mark on 

Texans -who still clear grocery store shelves in response to a freeze warning.  

In 2021, temperatures across the state dropped below freezing for multiple days between 

February 8th and 20th.1 Lack of weatherization from natural gas well heads to electric power 

plants caused 4.5 million power outages across the state. This led to hundreds of deaths, the 

largest carbon monoxide poisoning event in state history,2 and an estimated $80 - $130 billion in 

damages.3 Some of my friends cared for elders, who they piled under blankets, while others 

sought refuge and safety for their infants in the home of a neighbor -all while a global pandemic 

raged. 

Just ten years prior, FERC had recommended that the Railroad Commission consider 

“minimum standards for the winterization of gas production and processing facilities.”4 Of 

course, no minimum winterization standards were passed between 2011 and 2021. 

In fact, no minimum winterization standard exists today. Operators argued to put specific 

measures in a guidance document, instead of the Railroad Commission’s 2022 weatherization 

rule -and the commission relented.5 This has led to operators taking the lowest-cost route to 

https://www.ferc.gov/media/february-2021-cold-weather-outages-texas-and-south-central-united-states-ferc-nerc-and.
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compliance, which may not actually keep gas flowing when we have another storm as severe as 

Uri. 

A report from the State Auditor’s office revealed that Railroad Commission inspectors 

counted any form of weatherization as passing, and “relied on facility operators to determine 

which weatherization measures are needed and whether those measures are sufficient for that 

facility.”6 

Allowing the oil and gas industry to police itself was, and still is, a recipe for disaster. We 

need the commission’s inspectors to conduct rigorous weatherization inspections that reflect best 

practices, not the bare minimum.  

Last week, ERCOT data showed that natural gas-fired power plants experienced forced 

stoppages related to fuel supplies,7 causing reduced power availability of 900 megawatts (MW). 

Meanwhile another 3,900 MW were down for reasons listed as “other,” which could also include 

fuel supply issues, among other factors. Although this was less disastrous compared to Winter 

Storm Uri, last week’s forced outages show that the Railroad Commission still has changes to 

make to ensure a truly resilient grid. 
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