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Thank you for at- for your attention to this very small subset of wells Only
2,000 P-13 wells are documented with complete records for only about 1,600 of
those in the Railway Commission's tracking spreadsheet that [ had to request,
um, and received earlier this summer. This list only includes only wells from
2001 onward, and wells prior to that are not in the tracking sheet, but they can
be found buried in PDF records from Microfish on the committee-- uh,
commission's website

Commission Shift assembled a working group to analyze the oversight gaps and
jurisdictional confusion around these wells. And the group found the oversight
deficiencies identified with P-thirteen wells are indicative of a broader systemic,
of broader systemic failures in how Texas manages all legacy wells.

And we prepared a por-report with our observations and recommendations for
[00:01:00] both types of wells, um, but the focus is mainly on the P-thirteen
situation. Notably, both wells, uh, face similar risks of failure due to
injection-related overpressu-pressurization, as we discussed yesterday. Um, but
let's be frank, the reason we are here today is because the Royal Commission
claims that once a P-thirteen form is signed, the Royal Commission no longer
has jurisdiction or responsibility to address failures for these wells.

P-thirteen wells are drilled as oil and gas wells, and then conditioned to water
wells by plugging up to the base of usable water quality. While the gifted, while
the gifted well is an attract-- is maybe attractive to a landowner, uh, few
recognize, and I guess many more are recognizing that these just really aren't
regular water wells, and a, a plug at the base of water [00:02:00] quality doesn't
eliminate the risks posed by the oil and gas well below.

Texas has a duty to protect its groundwater. So when deeper plugs fail and
unsafe fluids flow upwards, something must be done to stop these hazardous
flows. No agency has claim, consistently claimed responsibility for P-13 wells,
and the most obvious agency, the Railroad Commission, refuses to step in when
problems arise.

The most emphasis example, of course, is Lone Bear number one, um, that, and
this was reclassified decades before the P-13 form was developed Um, over the
past twenty years, it's formed into this sixty-acre lake, and this isn't okay, you
know? This is the State of Texas, and we're letting this happen. Uh, so
Commission Shift and the working group believe the Railroad Commission is



the clear entity with jurisdictional oversight and responsibility for P-thirteen
[00:03:00] well failures.

Um, all statutes permitting and governing these wells sit firmly in Chapter
eighty-nine, which the Railroad Commission administers, and no statute
transfers away this juris- jurisdiction. Additionally, the Railroad Commission
has statutory- statutory authority to plug wells leaking saltwater, oil or gas, or is
li- likely to leak saltwater, oil or gas, and orphaned oil and gas wells.

The Railroad Commission has access to funding from the Oil and Gas Regulat-
Regulation and Cleanup Fund and expertise to plug these wells, um, meeting all
these conditions. No other public entity is as capable or carries such a clear
mandate. Although the legislature created a leaking water wells grant program
that in theory allows a groundwater conservation to use TCEQ administered
funds to plug leaking water wells, that is just not an efficient or [00:04:00]
effective solution for these wells.

Um And that program's geographically limited, requires conservation districts to
develop expertise plugging complex wells, um, does not provide any
sustainable, um, steady funding source and really, the Railroad Commission is
where this should be Um, we had a few recommendations from the working
group for the legislature.

Um, we encourage you to reiterate that it is the Railroad Commission's re-
authority and duty to remedy failed P-13 wells, and to hold previous operators
that are still active, responsible for failures below the base of usable water
quality. Um, can als- you can also strengthen disclosure laws for landowners
and prospective buyers.

Um, can address-- You can also address our observation that agencies
sometimes avoid claiming newly discovered wells, um, for which their drilling
purpose is unknown. [00:05:00] And you can also make a concerted effort to
locate, map, and catalog aging and unknown wells. Um, maybe we're getting a
little off topic, topic, but some of these are recommendations that just in general,
um-

could improve our oversight of all these legacy wells that tend to be problems
whenever Um, as they age and we pressurize our subsurface. So one other one
is to create a one-stop process for a single entity to collect and process reports
on these, on unknown wells or information for the public to update well records
just in general.

Uh, you can also authorize mapping, cataling- cataloging and plugging wells
and clarify that that oil and gas regulatory cleanup fund should be accessible for,



um, plugging orphan wells. And ultimately, Texas is failing to fulfill its duty to
protect our water resources and allow, and it allows environmental disasters to
fester over these [00:06:00] jurisdictional questions, jurisdictional questions.

Um, please close oversight gaps and ensure that all failing wells, including P-13
wells and unknown legacy wells, are promptly addressed to protect our health
and our water for future generations.
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